ALMONDSBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
18th AUGUST 2025
PLANNING MEETING – ALMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICES
PRESENT; Tony Randall (TR), Tony Dunhill (TD), Ian Christie (IC), Fi Riches (FR), Robert Evely (RE), Marian Bennett (MB)
APOLOGIES; Keith Burchell, Sue Christie, Marlene Smith

TD and IC presented an update to the NHSG website – we need to add minutes of meetings and a calendar of events.
TR reported that he had arranged a meeting with Justin Morris from Bristol Zoo on 25/09/25 to discuss doing an ecology/biodiversity survey for our area through their students.
TD gave an update in finances since the news that AECOM and Locality had been removed by the Government along with their grant system meaning that groups like ours preparing Neighbourhood Plans will no longer have access to funding to develop them. We have £833 left in the account as it stands so we need to start looking for other funding streams so we can finish the work.
IC has the item on the agenda for APC on 4th September to see if they will support the work of the group with funding of their own.
In anticipation of the need to apply elsewhere it was discussed that we would do well to prepare an Equalities statement and a safeguarding statement for the website.
The Housing Needs Assessment has now been completed and needs to be shared with Steering Group members and then placed on the website.
The group acknowledged that they need to engage with local business to obtain views on the Plan. With 263 local SME businesses it was discussed that we hold a business breakfast or we look to piggy back on existing events. We also need to design a survey for business leaders which will be different from that for residents.
ACTIONS;
· IC to take minutes of NHPSG that are on the APC website and put them on the Steering Group website
· TR to meet with Justin Morris from Bristol Zoo regarding an ecology/biodiversity survey
· FR to obtain an Equalities and Safeguarding statement for use as a group and on to the website
· TD to do a financial plan for the year projecting what monies might be needed to finish the plan.
· RE to share the HNA with members
· RE and KB to see if we can still get a meeting with Sturat Todd from Locality or whether he has left already
· TD/MB to do a google search on businesses and formulate a contact list
· IC and FR to look at a survey set for use with local businesses
· RE to look at another QR code when survey decided
· TR to source existing business events for NHPSG members to attend

DONM – Monday 22nd September 2025 1830hrs at APC Offices.

