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ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL

(A38 GLOUCESTER ROAD, ALMONDSBURY) (RESERVED BUS LANE)
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Background

South Gloucestershire Council has secured funding from the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) through the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS). This funding is designated for infrastructure improvements that support sustainable transport, in line with national and regional transport policy. The wider Thornbury to North Bristol Sustainable Transport Corridor programme includes measures to improve bus reliability, journey times and accessibility, alongside enhanced facilities for walking and cycling.

As part of this programme, the Council has undertaken public consultation on proposals along the A38 corridor, including the introduction of bus priority measures to address existing delays to bus services and to encourage a shift towards public transport for everyday journeys.

Purpose of Scheme

The purpose of the scheme is to improve the reliability and efficiency of bus services along the A38 by providing targeted bus priority where congestion currently causes delays. The A38 is a key strategic route serving commuter, local and regional bus services, and improved journey time reliability is essential to making bus travel a more attractive and viable option compared with private car use.

The introduction of a bus lane also supports wider objectives to reduce congestion, improve air quality and contribute to carbon reduction by encouraging modal shift to more sustainable forms of travel, as set out in both national guidance and the Council’s transport strategy.

Proposed Scheme

The proposed scheme introduces a bus lane along the A38 as shown on drawing T001‑382‑020. The bus lane is designed to allow buses to bypass sections of recurring congestion, reducing delays and improving timetable adherence.

This measure forms part of a coordinated package of improvements being delivered along the A38 corridor, including upgraded bus stops, improved pedestrian crossing facilities and new walking and cycling infrastructure. These complementary measures were consulted upon as part of the A38 corridor proposals and were broadly supported as a means of improving public transport reliability and sustainable travel options along the route.

The bus lane is therefore a targeted intervention to improve bus journey times and service reliability, supporting the overall aims of the CRSTS‑funded scheme and helping to deliver long‑term transport benefits for residents, commuters and visitors.
Drawing References
For further details, please refer to the following drawing showing the proposed bus lane:
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