Almondsbury Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
11th February 2026
Present: Sue Christie (SC), Ian Christie (IC), Fi Riches (FR), Tony Dunhill (TD), Keith Burchill (KB), Marian Bennett (MB), Tony Randall (TR)
Apologies: None
Minutes from the last meeting were agreed
Action Updates:
TD and KB reported that Stuart Rackham isn’t able to take on this work as he is resident in Almondsbury and this represents a conflict of interest. Tony presented the proposed statement of work from Tetlow King which was discussed later in the meeting.  – Complete
All checked the email list for the business survey and added local businesses that were missing. FR sent out the survey on 12th January. - Complete
A follow up questionnaire may be sent out to those businesses who respond. The business breakfast is on hold, but may be arranged to include those businesses who respond to the survey. – On Hold
Membership: All to continue to recruit some more members to the steering group, a few individuals have signed up via the website.
Action:
1. All to try to recruit members to the steering group. KB to submit the recruitment Poster for volunteers to the Lychgate for the next edition.
Vision, Objectives and Policies
All agreed that the draft Vision and Objectives are a good start. 
Action: 
IC to look at Pilning NHP vision and edit our own as necessary. There was some discussion about Cribbs being already fully developed due to the recent completion of the building and infrastructure projects.
KB to investigate if there are any resident groups in Cribbs ward that could be consulted for the NP.
There was a discussion on the Vision and Objectives and how they could be improved. It was agreed that not too much time should be spent on these at this time as they can be revised in line with the development of the detail in the NP
Action 
2. All to review the Vision and Objectives and feedback comments to IC.
Finance
TD reported that nothing had been spent since the last meeting. £120 will be spent in February to maintain the website. There is £5,800 in the bank account. It was agreed that the steering group would ask the Parish Council to financially support the development of the Almondsbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan and that a figure of £5,000 per year for 2 years would be suggested.
Action
3. Members of the NPSG, who are also Parish Councillors, to request the additional funding is included in future Parish budgets.
Business Survey
There have been a total of 17 replies, 2 of which were test replies, so 15 replies, of which 8 were from Easter Compton based businesses. It was agreed to extend the deadline for responses to the survey. 
Action: 
4. All to ‘nag’ local businesses where they have contacts to ensure more responses are received, aiming for at least a 10%. response. Specifically KB will approach Almondsbury Creative and IC will approach Almondsbury Primary School and The Bowl.
It was agreed that we would not revisit the Business Breakfast.
Residents Survey: IC, FR and TD are to form a Working Group to look at the data gathered from the Residents Survey. 
Action: 
TD will send out a poll to arrange the date of the first meeting of the working group.
All to identify ‘policies’ with some reasoning for the areas that we care about so that we have a wish list to help shape our own plan. We can use existing NPs to help with this.
All will look at existing NPs to start to create a list of supporting documents that we will need for our own NP.
MB to look at Oldbury and Thornbury NP, FR to look at Pilning NP plus one other, TD to look at Oxford NP, other members of the Steering Group to look at other NPs.
Environment Survey: There was a discussion about what this would look like. A Biodiversity Survey does exist for Almondsbury, but the SG were unsure if this is sufficiently informative for the NP. 
Action: 
KB to look at the Environmental Survey (ES) that was prepared as part of the Arlington Grove Care Home development to give us an idea of what is required.
Planning Companies: TD presented the statement of work and fee proposal from Tetlow King. It was agreed that the proposal was unaffordable and we wouldn’t need to engage their services for at least 4 months. 
Action:
TD to go back to Tetlow King with details of what we will need their help and request a revised statement of work and fees.
All to note the consultants used by other NP Steering Groups in the plans they review.
Any Other Business:
Anna Perry from the Air Ambulance would like to meet with the steering group.
Action:
KB to reply to Anna suggesting 3rd March at 1pm. It was agreed that it would be helpful to meet with landowners before the NP is completed. The meeting with Anna Perry from the Air Ambulance will be used to generate proposed questions for other landowners.
MB proposed FR be appointed Chair of the NPSG, this was seconded by TD and agreed by all.
SC will create an action log which MB will maintain and use chase and update the actions.
KB will report back from Parish Council Planning meetings on any significant new Planning Applications.
Date of Next Meeting: 6pm, 9th March 2026
Date of Next Open Meeting: 26th March 2026 with 23rd March as reserve date depending on availability of the halls. 
Action: 
KB to check availability of Almondsbury creative and MB to check availability of Easter Compton Village Hall.
