Almondsbury Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
9th March 2026
Present: Sue Christie (SC), Ian Christie (IC), Fi Riches (FR), Tony Dunhill (TD) (by telephone), Marian Bennett (MB), Tony Randall (TR)
Apologies: Keith Burchill (KB)
Minutes: from the last meeting were agreed
Action Updates: To be covered under relevant agenda items.
Membership: All to continue to recruit some more members to the steering group.
Update on Finances: 
1. TD confirmed that the annual website fee of £129 has been paid, leaving £5300 in the bank account. FR reported that Pilning NP incurred costs of £20,000 and the group agreed that we need to be very careful with the funds we have available. 
2. IC provided a report o the APNP to the March meeting of the APC to prepare the APC for a future request for financial support from the APC.
3. Funding may be available from AECOM. 
ACTIONS:
18. Parish councillors on the group to request financial support from PC
19. FR to ask AECOM if funds are available to cover the green items on the Tetlow list.
Business Survey:
To date there are 20 responses and have therefore consulted local businesses, ideally we would like an additional 10 and will keep the survey open.
ACTIONS:
20. TR to chase Hortham businesses, Garden Centre and The Bowl.
Residents Survey Working Group Feedback:
After a lengthy initial meeting members were assigned tasks which are currently being worked on. Some of the outcomes from the survey included a desire for bungalows, starter homes, apartments and accommodation accessible to single and young people. The group will feedback on progress at the next meeting.
ACTIONS:
21. Working group to feedback on progress at April’s meeting.
Vision, Objectives and Policies
MB reported on the Objectives from the Oldbury and Thornbury NPs, these are in the Dropbox for all to read.
FR to look at free templates that can be used to see if any of the free ones are suitable for the APNP.
TD reviewed the Oxford NP and noted that for each aspect of the NP they had the following sections: introduction, actions, policy and how to interpret the policy. They also included a section on ‘designated green spaces’ to ensure that these are retained. MB reported that Oldbury also included a list of green spaces to be kept. It was also noted that the appendix could be used to record other things that had been identified in the residents survey.
ACTIONS: 
22. FR to look at free templates for NPs
Biodiversity and Environment Survey:
1. SC will email KB with regard to the Arlington Grove Biodiversity survey.
2. FR would like to make a case to SG (contact Brian Conroy) that we don’t need to carry out a new SEA for the APNP. IC noted that the NP that he had looked at included words/reasoning to explain why an SEA wasn’t required.
3. Flood Risk: Pilning and SB did significant work on this aspect of their NP. Wording will need to be added to our NP with regard to Easter Compton and Compton Greenfield. We will add wording to our plan to state that ‘we’ are happy for ‘developers’ to provide this. It was noted that the Zoo have built a pond to take water from the Zoo, but this does not benefit Compton Greenfield. SG may have flood risk documents.
4. Green Space Audit: There is a  document listing green spaces in the Dropbox for the group to populate.
ACTIONS:
23. IC to let group know which plan he read.
24. FR to contact Brian Conway at SG 
25. All to look at what documents SG already have on flood risk.
26. All to populate Green Spaces document.
Planning Companies: 
We have highlighted the tasks that we would most likely require help with in green, so as to keep the costs down and will let Tetlow King know. It was noted that other NPs had used other companies (Lemon Gazelle and LB Advisors).
ACTION:
27.TD to go back to Tetlow King with details of what we will need their help and request a revised statement of work and fees.
Governing Policies:
There are draft governing policies for Safeguarding, Equality and Diversity and Complaints in the Dropbox folder NPSG Policies and Procedures to be reviewed and adopted at the April meeting of the NPSG.
ACTION:
28. All to remind ourselves of the draft polices for adoption at the April meeting of the NGSG.
Public Consultation:
7pm, Thursday 26th March, Almondsbury Parish Hall.
Fi will put together a leaflet to advertise on the website and Facebook pages. IC will set up the big screen. Fi will do an introduction and then we will split into breakout groups to discuss the different sites. There will be a discussion starter that TD will put together for each site and the breakout groups will be asked: 1) What do you agree with 2) What do you disagree with 3) Any ideas to add?
There is a folder in the Dropbox labelled ‘Character Assessment’ that contains a folder for each site. 
There will be a table for each ward. Photographs will be taken from the back as a record of the meeting for documentation.
SC will contact KB about Cribbs Residents Groups.
It was noted that there have been difficulties contacting Hallen Village Hall with a view to booking it.
Green spaces will be the subject of the next public meeting which will be held in Easter Compton Village Hall. MB will find out available evenings before a date for this meeting is set.
Information leaflets will be given out at fetes, annual parish council open meeting and other such local public events. A pop up will be purchased to use at these events.
ACTIONS:
29.FR to put a leaflet advertising the public meeting together
30.TD will put together a starter discussion for each ward table.
31.SC will contact KB about Cribbs Residents Associations.
32.MB will find out dates when Easter Compton Village Hall and Hallen are available for an evening meeting.

Other Consultations:
1. School IC has asked Almondsbury School if FR could visit the School to talk to the School Parliament about the NP.
MB will transform the Residents Survey to a Survey suitable for young people to respond to with fewer free text boxes to make information gathering simpler. We could directly target families we know who have children aged 11-18 years. The survey (leaflet with QR code) could be handed out at school bus stops.
2. GWAAC IC, KB and TR met with Anna Perry from GWAAC on 3rd March 2026 at which Anna highlighted specific ideas they have for  raising money (selling land to developers, building a car charging area using electricity generated by the solar panels with café. IC, KB and TR will document this exploratory meeting.

3. Other Landowners we need to talk to them to allow us to document that we have consulted with them. 



ACTIONS:
32. MB to convert Residents Survey to a format suitable for young people aged 11-18 years to respond to.
33. IC, KB and TR to document their meeting with Anna Perry from GWAAC.
34. TR to ask Anna Perry for an electronic copy of their map.



Any Other Business:
1. Future of Neighbourhood Planning Support hopefully the Parish Council will be able to provide some financial assistance over the next few years to support the plan.
2. DH Zoo E mail FR will reply to DH re Zoo email to explain that exploratory talks between the APNP Steering Group and the Zoo have taken place and nothing is being pursued at this point in time.
3. Vice Chair IC was nominated by FR to take up role of vice chair, this was seconded by SC and agreed by all.

ACTIONS:
35. FR to reply to DH Zoo email

Date of Next Meeting: 6pm, Wednesday 8th April 2026, Almondsbury Parish Hall
Date of Next Open Meeting: 7pm, Thursday 26th March 2026, Almondsbury Parish Hall
